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DEVEIDP}'TENT! REORGANIZATION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA 'S
TR \NSTORTATION SYSTEN

POSTWAR PROGRESS HOTED -. Berlin, Ter Verkehr, Vol v, Io 11, Nov 51

Despite heavy lossec cufd
troing and busses jave already
1948, bus transporiation

ered during the German occu
surr2ssed the prewvar
exceeded its plan by 148 per

pation Czechoslovak
performance level and@ in
cent.

In 1937 the railroads

of Czechoslovalin
number only 2,62¢ remained

had 3,290 locomotives; of this

after the war ond of almost 500,000 freight cars
only kol? remained. All airvlanes ung alnost all vessels of the inland unter
transpcrt cyster were destroyed.
Trensport

investments during the Five
to more then 45 villion Czechoslevak crown
be increased by 1953 by 36 percent. ‘lloder
reconstruction of raiiroad stations, clec
tion of new bassenger cars. At the begi

bus lines extended over 3,000 kilonesers, and have been continually inereasing.
The ewrrent perormence ievel of hus trensportation 4s 200 tipes thet of the
prevar level, Trolley dur lines are being introduced in cities and the Five-
Year Plon further rrovides for the reconstruction of 1,503 wridges. The 1953

transport wlan mrovides “cr the tronsportation of 127 millicn tons of goods,
or 32 percent mare than in the previous year.

~Year Plan (1949 - 1953) will amount
S. Rail rreight transportation 1s to
nization of the railrozd systen
trification of wmain lines, and produc-

aning of the Five-Year Plan, Czechoslovelk

includes

A milectone in the development of ihe Czechoglrvak transportotion system
was the opening cf the Aivect express-troin connection with Hoscow Zahte not
givqg7. The cars of the tlrow:h train ~ve transferred at the Czechosloval-

Soviet border to browd-cauge cnacsis /sic. trucksz7, thus eliminatins chenging
of trains by passengers.
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> TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY REORGANIZED -w Zurich » HMeue Zuercher Zeitung, 12 s M4 Aup 52

As a result of the unsatisfactory performance, the Ministry of Transporta-
tion of the GDR has recently undergone scme radical changes. Antonin Poepisil,
the Minister of Tranaport&tiou, a non-Commuuist, was relieved of the responsibility
of administering the railroads and a 8peciel linistry of Railroads was set up.
The new Minister of Rallroads 15 Joser Pospisil, a loyal party member. Sub-
ordinate to the Ministry of Railroads and a1l railroad lincs and cable railways
with the exception of city transportation systems. The lational Enterprise of
Czechoslovak State Railroads (CSD) nas been dissolved and its property trans-
ferred to the Ministry of Railroads es of 1 August 1952. Thig ainistry does not
have a special commissariat for Slovakia, as othex tuinistries previously orgenized,
and thus this reorganization brings with it a curtailment of the Slovakian autonomy
in rfavor of o more centralized Communist control froz Prague.

- The road, nir, apg water transportation Systems remain subordinate to the
s Ministry of Transportation. Regional stote enterprices are being organized for
motor transport ang for repair or motor vehicles. Regional state enterprises
for highvays are also being organized. TFor the direction, planning, and super-
vision of enternrises which conduct water trenspartation, o Main Aduinistration
. for Czechoslcyak ‘later Transport is being organized ot the Ministry of Transpor-
. tation. The Tinlstry will also handle 2ll matters verveining to foreizn tranms-
i portation, and = “pecial unit will be established to handle civil aviation.
The aim of this reorganization is to relieve the politically unreliable Minister
of Transportation of most of his responsibilities, however, for politicel ex-
e pediency he retains his official position.

. The eduinistration of the reilreoads is no lenzer handled by the Directorate
v General but by o department within the new Minictry of Railroads, The national
S redl network, divided into 5ix rail lines, hne ip recent years been considerably
: overlooded. The rapld development of the Czechoslbvak railvoads was hampered

VL by the somcvhat slover development of its orgeninztion 25 well ag by a reluctance

to accept certain innovations within the enterprice,
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